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agreement. It was thus made doubly clear that failing
exemption for all persons, whatever their acts or opinion
during the Hundred Days, the French Army would still
have resisted. Once that pledge of immunity had been
granted (and it called forth no objection at" the time)
negotiations went forward, but only upon the basis of general
pardon.
At this stage Bellart rose to make his speech for the
prosecution. Vehement, and wholly opposed to a clement
outlook, he typified the fear and resentment inspired by
a Revolutionary reminder in those who had stood apart
from its working. When called on to reply, Dupin and
Berryer asked for another adjournment, which -was
granted.
The court met for its final session on December 6th.
In the meantime a step had been taken to invalidate
Ney's defence in so far as it was covered by the Con-
vention of Paris. This fact was deadly to the prosecution,
so a simple expedient was adopted on the lines of the
travesty that went by the name of justice under the
Terror. With the consent of the President the treaty
was declared to be outside the scope of the Chamber, so
that no further appeal to the meaning of Article 12 would
be admitted.
The defence, opened by Berryer, was thus reduced to
a mere formality. It reminded the court that the Marshal
had taken a foremost part in Napoleon's abdication; of his
consternation at the news of the return from Elba, and
how his stand for the throne had been made impossible
by the widespread enthusiasm for Bonaparte, and the
collapse of the Royalists. Ney was no politician but a
soldier, thoughtful for his country, who had witnessed
the rise and fall of many Governments, and seen in every
change the will of the people. So it was that the flight
of the King, and the fall of Lyons, had made it appear
that France -was again declaring for the Empire.
From that Berryer passed to the arrival of the Allies
in Paris. He was referring to their acts as being part of
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